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ADAW Thanks Dementia Task Force Members 
 

 MADISON, WI, January 21, 2015— The Alzheimer’s and Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin (ADAW) thanks 
and commends members of the Speaker’s Task Force on Alzheimer’s and Dementia for the Wisconsin Cares 
Legislative Package aimed at tackling dementia in Wisconsin.   
 
We are especially appreciative of the leadership shown by Chair Rohrkaste and Vice Chair Hesselbein and 
thank them for including us in this process.  We also thank Speaker Vos for recognizing the importance of 
addressing Alzheimer’s disease in a comprehensive manner and creating this Task Force as a vehicle to 
achieve that objective. 
  
Task Force members have produced a package of bills that will raise awareness, address long standing 
problems and improve the quality of care and the quality of life for many Wisconsin residents who either 
have dementia or are providing care for someone living with the disease.   
 
The ADAW is impressed by how much the Task Force has managed to accomplish without spending very 
much money, no small accomplishment considering roughly half of what the committee proposes to spend 
would go back into the pockets of taxpayers in the form of respite for those caregiving for a loved one with 
dementia in the home.  “This is a smart investment as allowing people with dementia to remain in their 
homes for as long as possible saves the state money in the long run,” said Rob Gundermann, Public Policy 
Director for the ADAW.   
 
The bill the Task Force has drafted to create mobile crisis units is another example of how members drafted 
legislation that makes an initial investment, fixes a problem and then saves money from that point on.  By 
creating a mechanism that treats individuals in place we eliminate the cost of transporting someone from their 
home to a hospital or other medical setting where it is far more expensive to provide care.  This is also in the 
best interests of the patient who will usually become more agitated and confused if removed from familiar 
surroundings.   
 
The ADAW is also extremely supportive of the Task Force proposal to create a certification program that 
would allow Certified Nursing Assistants to become Certified Dementia Specialists after completing a training 
program.  “We believe that this one bill alone would do more to advance the quality of care for people with 
dementia living in facilities than anything that has been done in our state in decades,” said Gundermann. 
 
The ADAW fully supports all the bills in the Wisconsin Cares Legislative Package and again thanks the Task 
Force members for the hard work, dedication, compassion and care they have shown in developing a package 
of bills that will make Wisconsin a better place to live for people coping with dementia as well as their 
families. 



 
If you would like to be an Alzheimer’s Advocate, please visit the ADAW website: alzwisc.org, or contact Rob 
at: Gundermann@alzwisc.org to sign up for our Action Alerts. 

 

### 
 

The mission of the Alzheimer's & Dementia Alliance of Wisconsin is to support individuals, families, and professionals 
impacted by Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias through information, education, consultation, and advocacy; and 
to promote the advancement of scientific research to better diagnose, treat and ultimately eliminate Alzheimer’s disease. 
Since 1985, our expert staff has been offering compassionate guidance to those affected through every stage of the 
disease. Our services help people create the best quality of life for those facing a dementia diagnosis. 
Visit www.alzwisc.org for more information.  
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