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Rep. Vorpagel Releases Daily Fantasy Sports Bill 

 

Madison—Today, State Representative Tyler Vorpagel (R-Plymouth) released a proposal for co-

sponsorship establishing a regulatory and consumer protection framework for Daily Fantasy Sports (DFS) 

Operators. 

“Daily Fantasy Sports have been around for more than a decade, we have recently seen increasing 

popularity in fantasy sports, and many people have taken their interest of season-long fantasy sports and 

enjoy playing DFS.  There are over 900,000 Wisconsinites who play fantasy sports, and want DFS to 

continue to exist in Wisconsin, with appropriate protections,” said Representative Vorpagel.  

The federal Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act (UIGEA) passed in 2006 contains language 

saying that fantasy sports are not considered an unlawful wager under the act, but the act defers to state 

laws as to further DFS regulation, which is why it’s important to clarify that these games of skill are 

allowed and not viewed as gambling.  Bills similar to this are being proposed in Florida and Indiana, and 

many other states including California, Vermont, Michigan, Nebraska are looking at defining daily 

fantasy sports in their state.  

LRB-4173 provides a statutory definition of a fantasy game and specifies that fantasy games cannot be 

gaming.  Some of the consumer protections offered in the bill include: 

• Prohibits a DFS employee, and household from participating in game where prize is over $5 

• Prohibits a DFS operator from participating in any fantasy game he or she offers 

• Require participants be 18 or older 

• Segregate game participants’ moneys from operation moneys and maintain reserves in the total 

amount of deposits in fantasy game participants’ accounts 

• Requires DFS operators to contract with a 3rd party to perform an independent audit to ensure 

compliance and submit those results to DFI. 

“I have been interested in how DFS for some time and recent news reports and legal actions taken in other 

states makes it clear to me that it is important to codify into Wisconsin Statute that DFS continues to be a 

legal activity and provide for a certain amount of regulatory oversight and consumer protections for the 

numerous DFS participants in Wisconsin,” said Representative Vorpagel.    
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