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January 20, 2015 

Governor Scott Walker 
115 East Capitol 
Madison, WI 53702 
 
Dear Governor Walker: 
 
On behalf of Stop Predatory Gambling, I am writing with regard to the proposed casino for 

Kenosha. 

 
A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Washington, DC, SPG is a national 

transpartisan network of citizens and groups dedicated to a fundamental national reform: 

ending the dishonesty and financial damage of government-sponsored gambling and the 

unfairness and inequality it creates.   

Casino gambling expansion is the symbol of anti-reform governors across the United States, 

Republicans and Democrats alike. New Jersey’s Chris Christie, New York’s Andrew Cuomo, 

New Hampshire’s Maggie Hassan, Maryland’s Martin O’Malley, all have placed casino 

gambling at the center of their agendas. Gambling schemes that are sponsored, promoted 

and subsidized by government represent the opposite of the kind of big and bold thinking 

upon which you have centered your agenda. 

Instead of providing solutions to their state’s problems, governors like those above passed 

the buck on difficult fiscal choices by promoting the biggest budget gimmick there is: 

government-sponsored gambling. 

Let’s take a look at New Jersey. By almost every measure the state is a fiscal mess and 

ranked 50th in the nation in George Mason University’s report on the fiscal condition of 

states.1 Despite its plight, Governor Christie led the effort for his state government to 

sponsor and promote internet gambling and then granted special privileges to the state’s 

few casinos to operate it with a monopoly. So much for limited government, free market 

principles. He also did all of this against the wishes of his state’s citizens, of whom a strong 

majority opposed the legalization of internet gambling, a Christie-led failure which opened a 

virtual casino in every bedroom, dorm room and smart phone in the state. 

Rather than showing genuine, effective leadership on the major economic challenges facing 

his state such as reviving Atlantic City, Christie instead paved the way in that community for 

a new casino, known as the Revel, that he assured would be the remedy to the city’s woes. 



He even went as far as to offer $250 million in taxpayer subsidies to boost the project. It 

failed miserably. The Revel casino has declared bankruptcy, several others have closed with 

more on the way, and thousands of people are out work, flooding social service agencies. By 

every measure the Christie plan to revive Atlantic City, which centered on adding more 

casino gambling, stands as one of the biggest policy failures in any state over the last quarter 

century.  

The lobbying push for a Kenosha casino feeds on citizens’ job insecurity; people perceive 

they have fewer viable ways to make good money.  True leadership can change this 

perception.  By relying on slot machines as its primary revenue source, a casino may employ 

some citizens but it does not produce economic growth.2 The economic impact is similar to 

throwing your money on the street so that someone else can pick it up — it’s redistributing 

wealth without creating it.  

When government partners with casinos like the one proposed for Kenosha, it is not merely 

permitting private, consensual behavior. It is granting monopolies and awarding regulatory 

advantages to favored firms. This has little to do with limited government. It is the active, 

predatory state. 

What brought a proud people so low that a casino looks like their best option? What's wrong 

with a state that it mistakes a casino for a recovery? 

Casinos point to the failures of the past and not the future. Please act decisively to oppose a 

Kenosha casino. 

Thank you, Governor Walker. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Les Bernal, National Director 
Stop Predatory Gambling 
 
                                                           
1 “State Fiscal Condition: Ranking the 50 States,” Mercatus Center, George Mason University, January 2014 

http://mercatus.org/publication/state-fiscal-condition-ranking-50-states 

2
 Dr. Paul Samuelson, Economics, 6th edition, 1970. Nobel-Prize Winning Economist. “There is a substantial economic case to be 

made against gambling…it involves simply the sterile transfers of money or goods between individuals, creating no new money or 

goods. Although it creates no output, gambling does nevertheless absorb time and resources. When pursued beyond the limits of 

recreation, where the main purpose after all is to “kill time,” gambling subtracts from the national income.” 

http://mercatus.org/publication/state-fiscal-condition-ranking-50-states

