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National Reform Group: Casino Expansion Is 
“The Symbol of Anti-Reform Governors Across the US”  

 

 Kenosha Casino represents “the Complete Opposite of the Kind of Big 

and Bold Thinking” Promoted By Governor Walker 
 

(MADISON, WI)- A national government reform group today called on Governor Scott Walker 

to reject the proposed casino for Kenosha, pointing to casino expansion as “the symbol of anti-

reform governors across the United States.”  

 

In their letter to Governor Walker, Stop Predatory Gambling (SPG), a nonpartisan, nonprofit 

reform group based in Washington, DC, said that instead of providing solutions to their state’s 

problems, pro-casino governors “passed the buck on difficult fiscal choices by promoting the 

biggest budget gimmick there is: government-sponsored gambling.” 

 

“Casinos point to the failures of the past and not the future,” said Les Bernal, SPG’s National 

Director. “Genuine, trustworthy government reformers don’t encourage the dishonest and 

financially damaging policy of sponsoring casinos. This has little to do with limited government. 

It is the active, predatory state.” 

 

The letter included an analysis of New Jersey, led by another potential 2016 presidential 

contender Governor Chris Christie. It said “by every measure the Christie plan to revive Atlantic 

City, which centered on adding more casino gambling, stands as one of the biggest policy 

failures in any state over the last quarter century.” 

 



 

Bernal added that the lobbying push for a Kenosha casino feeds on citizens’ job insecurity; 

people perceive they have fewer viable ways to make good money.  True leadership can change 

this perception.  By relying on slot machines as its primary revenue source, a casino may employ 

some citizens but it does not produce economic growth. 

 

“The economic impact is similar to throwing your money on the street so that someone else can 

pick it up — it’s redistributing wealth without creating it,” Bernal said. 

 

SPG is a national transpartisan network of citizens and groups dedicated to a fundamental 

national reform: ending the dishonesty and financial damage of government-sponsored 

gambling and the unfairness and inequality it creates.   
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