
 1 

Media Contact: 
Michael Beightol 
312.339.0055 
mbeightol@coyotemarsh.com 

 
 
January 20, 2015 
 

Menominee Tribe’s Compact Amendment Provides More than $1 Billion to Wisconsin   
and Eliminates State’s Risk on Approving Kenosha Casino Project 

 
Today Governor Walker and the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin executed an amendment to the Menominee 
Tribe’s gaming compact regarding the proposed Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Kenosha. The compact amendment which 
provides the largest annual and overall payment in Wisconsin history has been sent to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
for review and approval. 
 
“We are grateful for the tireless efforts made by Governor Walker and his team in reaching a mutual compact 
amendment which answers the concerns of the state,” said Laurie Boivin, Menominee Chairwoman. “Governor Walker 
now has a clear path to approve the Kenosha project and reap the benefits of $1 billion in revenue share for the state 
budget while generating 10,600 new jobs and unleashing a capital investment of $1.6 billion in the state’s future.”  
 
The compact amendment addresses perceived risks to the state, provides the state with increased revenues, covers the 
state’s cost associated with the concurrence and ensures the Governor’s concurrence will not result in a reduction in 
associated state gaming revenues. The compact amendment provides certainty for Governor Walker that when he 
approves the Kenosha casino it will result in the win-win-win he has sought since the BIA approved the Menominee’s 
proposal in 2013.  
 
Highlights from the Menominee Tribe’s compact amendment include: 
 
• Addresses perceived risks to the state as raised by opponents. 
 
• Pays $1 billion to the state over the 25-year life of the compact. 
 
• Makes average annual payments to the state from the Kenosha facility that are projected to exceed the combined 

current annual payments from the Forest County Potawatomi Community and the Ho-Chunk Nation.  
 
• The Menominee Tribe agrees to cover the state’s costs related to the Governor’s concurrence. 
 
• The minimum Menominee payments ensure the state will not experience a reduction in current revenue share from 

associated facilities (Ho-Chunk Nation and Forest County Potawatomi - Milwaukee). 
 
Under federal guidelines, the Governor has until February 19, 2015 to approve the Menominee project. 
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