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Rep.Jagler Introduces Bill to Help Those With Alzheimer’s 
 

Madison:  A bill authored by State Representative John Jagler (R-Watertown) was included in a 

package of legislation released today aimed at helping those who suffer from Alzheimer’s and 

Dementia.  The bills stem from a series of hearings across the state from the Speaker’s Task 

force on Alzheimer’s and Dementia, which Rep. Jagler was appointed to last year. 

 

Representative Jagler’s proposal would expand the scope of mobile crisis teams by funding 

training programs so teams will be able to handle crisis dementia patients.  

 

“Currently 5.3 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s, as our population ages, those 

numbers are expected to increase exponentially. Mobile crisis teams provide a valuable service 

to our population and it is important that we give them the training they will need as the number 

of Alzheimer’s and dementia patients is expected to increase” said Representative Jagler.  

 

“Only about half of people living with Alzheimer’s disease have ever been diagnosed, which 

means that mobile crisis teams are in a unique position to recognize and diagnose dementia 

symptoms before the patient may be aware they have a problem. It is important that our mobile 

crisis teams recognize these symptoms so that clients can receive the proper services and be 

referred to the correct programs.”  

 

Other legislation expected to be introduced over the coming weeks include bills to: expand 

funding to rural areas by providing funding for additional Dementia Care Specialists, require 

certain facilities to notify listed family members when anti-psychotic black box warning 

medication is being administered, and increased funding for respite care.  

 

“Just as we are focusing attention on those suffering from Alzheimer’s and Dementia, we heard 

time and time again from families across the state that those caring for their loved ones need help 

too,” Jagler said.  “Just as we addressed some issues concerning mental health last year, this 

package of bills is a good starting point to addressing a problem that will only continue to grow.” 

 

All of the Alzheimer and Dementia Task Force bills have bipartisan co-sponsors.  “This truly is a 

case of both sides of aisle working together,” Representative Jagler said. 
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