
CREATIVE WISCONSIN:   

CREATIVE SUMMIT TO BE PRESENTED IN ASHLAND 

Tuesday, January 26, 2016 | 9-10:30 am | Second Street Bistro  

RSVP to the Ashland Chamber, ashchamb@centurytel.net  
 

Everyone interested in the future of the Ashland area and Lake Superior community and region – including artists, 

performers, arts organization representatives, arts supporters, educators, business people, economic and community 

development leaders, funders, elected officials, and civic leaders - are invited to let their voices be heard at the first of Arts 

Wisconsin’s 2016 Creative Summits, to be held in Ashland on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, 9-10:30 am, at the Second Street 

Bistro, 201 Main Street East.  The meeting is co-hosted by the Ashland Chamber of Commerce and the Chequamegon Bay 

Arts Council.   

 

Participation is free and everyone interested in the arts and community are welcome.    RSVP to the Ashland Chamber at 

ashchamb@centurytel.net. 

 

Arts Wisconsin, the state’s arts service, advocacy and development organization working to grow Wisconsin creatively and 

ensure access to the arts for everyone, everywhere in the state, is touring the state to present bringing together activists 

around the state to network, learn, share, and strategize about the ways in which the arts and creative sector can help grow 

and strengthen Wisconsin for economic vitality, education for the 21st century, healthy and vibrant communities, and engaged 

residents.   

 

Ashland Mayor Debra Lewis will attend the Summit, and Anne Katz, Executive Director of Arts Wisconsin, will facilitate.  The 

agenda for the Summit will include presentations on ideas, trends and initiatives for the arts and creative sector, and small 

group discussions about current and future opportunities for artistic and creative growth. 

The Summits are helping Arts Wisconsin and local partners accomplish the following goals: 

• Increase advocacy and visibility for the arts and creative sector locally, regionally and statewide 

• Hear and discuss local and regional needs, concerns and ideas  

• Provide education about the impact, value and benefits of the arts and creativity, and national, state, and local trends and 

issues facing the arts and communities 

• Discuss ways for local activists to become involved. 

 

The arts and creativity work for a vibrant, innovative, and successful Wisconsin.  A recent survey of the arts in Wisconsin by 

Americans for the Arts and the Wisconsin Arts Board shows that the state’s arts industry has a $535 million+ statewide 

economic impact, and supports nearly 14,000 full-time jobs.  Investing in Wisconsin’s creative sector is a critical strategy for 

the state and all of its communities to compete in the global economy, educate our children, engage residents, and to 

develop, attract and retain entrepreneurs and a high skilled work force through healthy, vibrant communities where people 

want to live, work, learn, and play. 

 

“Creativity abounds throughout the state, and the arts matter in our corner of Wisconsin,” says Mary McPhetridge, Director of 

the Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce.  “It’s time for Ashland and the region to really move forward to invest in the arts 

and culture as an integral component in local and regional economic development, community revitalization, and education.” 

 

The Creative Summits are made possible with generous support from local donors, and the Wisconsin Arts Board and the 

Kohler Foundation. For more information on the Creative Summits and on the arts in Wisconsin, contact Arts Wisconsin, 608 

255 8316 | info@artswisconsin.org | www.artswisconsin.org.        

    

  

 


