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New State Budget Report Shows Impact of State Budget on Wisconsin Women and Girls 

2015-2017 State Budget Continues Concerning Trends for Women’s Health, Safety, and Economic Security 

 

Madison – Today, the Wisconsin Alliance for Women’s Health (WAWH) is proud to release our 2015-2017 State 

Budget Impact on Wisconsin Women & Girls Report – the third in its series.  Recognizing that a state budget is a moral 

document that offers a powerful reflection of a state’s collective priorities and values, WAWH is committed to 

helping interested individuals understand its impact on the health and lives of Wisconsin women and girls.  By closely 

monitoring the budget process, conducting comprehensive analysis and organizing our findings on our project 

website and this printed report, WAWH helps make sense of this enormous and often overwhelming policy passed in 

our state.  

Much like our previous two budget reports, the 2015-2017 report documents many drastic spending cuts and 

substantive policy changes to programs and services that help support the health and economic well-being of 

Wisconsin's women and girls. Some of the most concerning aspects of the 2015-2017 budget include: 

 The continued rejection of federal funding to expand BadgerCare, which is particularly troubling because 
rejecting Medicaid expansion offered under the Affordable Care Act both denies tens-of-thousands of 
Wisconsinites affordable health care coverage, and costs the state significant federal revenue that could be 
used to pay for other critical programs. 

 Increased barriers to accessing vital economic support programs mainly through drug-testing requirements 
for potential beneficiaries. 

 Drastic changes to long-term care programs, which could have detrimental effects for older adults and 
people with disabilities who rely on these programs to remain in their homes instead of long-term care 
facilities. 

 Underfunded public K-12 and higher education, which is bad news for girls and women who rely on our 
public education institutions in order to receive a quality education and successfully enter the workforce. 
 

Despite some encouraging investments in efforts to support victims of domestic and sexual violence, the under-

investment in other social programs that many victims rely upon to survive their assault and thrive in life, paints a 

more complicated picture of the state's holistic approach promoting comprehensive women’s health. 

“We hope that this report will serve as an important educational tool for both the public and elected officials,” said 

WAWH Executive Director, Sara Finger.  “In future budget cycles, we strongly encourage Wisconsin's elected officials 

to make decisions that will enable adequate long-term investments in the social programs, services, and 

infrastructure that are necessary for all women and girls in our state to have the opportunity to achieve their optimal 

health and wellbeing.” 

To access a copy of the 2015-2017 State Budget Impact on Wisconsin Women & Girls Report, link to 

http://wiawh.org/our-work/statebudget/.  
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The vision of the Wisconsin Alliance for Women’s Health (WAWH) is an environment in which all Wisconsin women, at every stage 
and every stage of their life, can realize their optimal health, safety and economic security. Visit www.supportwomenshealth.org. 
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