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Governor Scott Walker Highlights Dementia-Capable Wisconsin 
Initiative in State of the State Address 

  
Madison – Tonight, during the State of the State Address, Governor Walker highlighted the 
Dementia-Capable Wisconsin initiative.  This initiative focuses on building dementia-
friendly communities, employers supporting caregivers in the workplace, and families 
caring and coping with dementia. 
  
"Many people in Wisconsin don't know that a majority of caregivers who assist those with 
dementia are also employed beyond their roles as caregivers," Governor Walker said.  "In 
fact, research shows that 64 percent of people who care for loved ones with dementia or 
Alzheimer's disease are employed.  Former Governor Marty Schreiber, DHS Secretary Kitty 
Rhoades, and several other partners worked to develop the Dementia-Capable Wisconsin 
initiative to provide employers and communities with information and resources to help 
them better understand and meet the needs those with dementia, as well as those who care 
for them." 

  
The Building Dementia-Friendly Communities Toolkit is a resource guide for implementing 
and sustaining dementia-friendly community efforts.  It includes: 

 Strategies for community members; 

 Information for use by professionals, businesses, public health, families, and 
individuals with dementia; 

 Resources and services available from Wisconsin organizations and programs; 

 Lessons learned; and 

 Steps for building a dementia-friendly community. 

  
The Dementia-Friendly Employers Toolkit is designed to provide Wisconsin employers 
with the resources and tools they need to support employees caring for a loved one with 
dementia.  It includes: 

 Tips on how to recognize employees who may be caregivers to someone with 
dementia; 

 Tips on understanding the needs of working caregivers; 

 Options to support employees who are caring for a loved one with dementia; 



 Additional resources for employers to get more information about the disease and 
support for employees; 

 Alzheimer's disease and dementia resources; and 

 Resources to share with caregivers. 

  
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) also provides family members and 
informal caregivers living in Wisconsin access to various programs and educational 
opportunities that can make taking care of a loved one with dementia more 
manageable.  Resources include: 

         Training manual for Alzheimer's caregivers; 

         Planning guide for dementia care at home; and 

         Dementia quality of life outcomes planning tool. 

  
For more information about the Dementia-Capable Wisconsin initiative, please 
visitwww.dhs.wisconsin.gov/dementia. 
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