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Working for Wisconsin: Governor Scott Walker Highlights 
College Affordability 

Calls on University of Wisconsin System to Work to Develop a Three-Year Degree 
Option 

  
Madison – In tonight’s State of the State address, Governor Scott Walker highlighted his 
college affordability legislative package, which works to make higher education in 
Wisconsin more affordable for our students and working families. 
  
“We want to make sure everyone who wants a job can find a job, which is why we are 
working to make higher education more affordable for our students and families,” 
Governor Walker said.  “For the first time in our state’s history, we froze tuition for four 
years for our UW System students and that’s real savings for them and their families.  This 
college affordability legislative package builds on the tuition freeze by increasing savings 
for our students and by helping students and families make informed decisions about 
choosing the higher education path that is right for their future dreams and for their 
budgets.” 

  
The college affordability legislative package includes six bills that will focus on making 
higher education more affordable by: 

         Allowing full deduction of student loan interest on state income taxes; 
         Increasing Wisconsin grants for technical colleges to help an additional 1,000 

Wisconsin students on top of the 5,000 students we added under our Blueprint for 
Prosperity; 

         Expanding the emergency grants program for students at technical colleges and 
two-year UW Collages; 

         Increasing internships within the UW System to help students develop the skills 
and knowledge they need to succeed in a career; 

         Looking to expand transparency by sending information to students each year 
about their current and projected student loan debt level and education costs. 

  
In his State of the State address, Governor Walker also discussed working with UW System 
President Ray Cross to promote programs that allow students to graduate on time, 
including exploring a three-year degree option.  A three-year degree option would not only 
reduce the cost of higher education, it would also help get students into the workforce 
more quickly. 

  
Governor Walker was joined tonight by Wisconsin students who benefitted from the UW-
System tuition freeze: Michael Daniels from Appleton, Erin Larson from Greenleaf, and 
Sarah McQuade from Hartland. 
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