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Address 

  
Madison – In his State of the State address this evening, Governor Scott Walker highlighted 
the importance of investing in broadband services throughout the state.  In the 2015-17 
biennial budget funding for the Broadband Expansion Grant Program, which provides 
opportunities for improving the quality of education and encourages business growth, 
tripled from $500,000 to $1.5 million.  
  
“Education and technology are at the forefront of the equation to make our students more 
competitive in the workforce,” Governor Walker said.   “We need to ensure that our 
students and businesses are equipped to compete in this global economy, which is why we 
have invested $1.5 million in Broadband Expansion Grant Programs in our last budget.” 

  
Since being created, nearly $2.5 million in grants have been awarded to communities and 
qualifying Wisconsin broadband companies.  Grants provide reimbursement for equipment 
and construction expenses incurred to extend or improve broadband telecommunications 
services in underserved regions of the state.  These grants, along with matching funds from 
the awardees, help provide broadband services that make it easier for employers to find 
the workers they need to fill jobs and provide infinite resources to teachers, students, 
business leaders, and residents. 
  
The most recent Broadband Expansion Grant recipients were announced last month 
totaling $1.5 million and included projects that will expand service to southwest Barron 
County where there currently is no broadband service.  Another project will install wireless 
equipment on existing telecommunications towers in Iron County that will give 2,293 
households and 30 businesses access to broadband services. 
  
In 2014, a $138,467 grant was awarded to help connect 30 schools and St. Joseph’s hospital 
in Chippewa County to wireless access.  Another project funded by a $13,874 award with a 
50% match went to expand broadband service to 800 locations in northern Vilas County. 
  
Broadband Expansion Projects Highlights: 

         The grant program has placed a priority on partnering with private investment to 
advance broadband projects.  The Forest County Potawatomi Community combined 
their own funds, together with grants from the state and also from the Federal 
Communications Commission to provide broadband service to several hundred 
homes within the tribal area and in adjacent villages in Forest County. 

  



         The grant program has placed a priority on projects with potential for growth.  The 
state partnered with a provider in Vilas County to build a broadband backbone 
facility between Rhinelander and Eagle River.  With that facility in place, the 
provider (ChoiceTel, LLC) has installed an improved broadband communications 
service at the municipal offices in Eagle River.  Later this year, a local commercial 
wireless provider will install upgraded mobile service along that route on Highway 
17. 

  
         The grant program has placed a priority on reaching areas that have been 

underserved in the past.  One grant went to a TDS Telecom company, Central State 
Telephone.  With the grant, TDS upgraded telephone facilities in the Cranmoor area 
west of Wisconsin Rapids.  Until just last year, the Cranmoor telephone service was 
a limited “switcher” line that lacked not only broadband service, but also many of 
the telephone innovations of the last two decades.  TDS can now offer an up to date 
communications package to its customers in Cranmoor. 
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