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Rep. Mark Spreitzer responds to State of the State Address  

MADISON- Following Governor Walker’s State of the State address this evening, Rep. Mark Spreitzer (D-
Beloit) released the following statement: 

“I am disappointed in Governor Walker’s State of the State address this evening. Wisconsin is in need of 
bold action for students, workers, and middle class families, but the Governor and legislative Republicans 
seem content to merely offer Band-Aids that are too little and too late for the challenges we face. 

“Student debt is a very real problem facing millions of Wisconsin residents, including senior citizens who 
are still paying off student loans decades after graduating from college. But Gov. Walker’s student debt plan 
would help only a tiny fraction of student borrowers. However, the Democratic plan provides real relief and 
allows people to refinance their student loans just like a mortgage or car payment. Allowing refinancing of 
student loans will help lower interest rates, level the playing field, and give more Wisconsin residents the 
opportunity to buy a car, own a home, and start a family. 

“Additionally, despite 10,000 layoff notices given out in Wisconsin last year, Gov. Walker and Republicans 
still have taken no significant actions to promote job growth in our state or make meaningful reforms to 
WEDC, our struggling economic development agency. As these layoffs occur and our economy progresses in 
the 21st century, the importance of retraining for laid off workers and preparing tomorrow’s workforce 
continues to grow.  

“Instead of bolstering our future workforce, Republicans have done serious harm to education in our state, 
handing down massive cuts to our public schools and technical colleges, and a $250 million cut to our 
world-class university system in their latest budget. If Republicans are serious about workforce 
development and growing our economy, they should restore these cuts and fully fund our public schools 
from kindergarten through college. 

“Wisconsin Democrats are ready to lead and will continue to demand action for the middle class and 
Wisconsin communities. We know we need better roads, stronger schools, more economic opportunity and 
real relief for all student loan borrowers. We know we need to expand access to healthcare, raise the 
minimum wage, make childcare affordable, and ensure retirement security for all workers. Unfortunately, 
Gov. Walker’s anemic plans for Wisconsin are too little and too late, and simply a distraction from the 
Republican inaction on these critical issues.” 


