
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                            

Date: January 19, 2016 

Contact: Melissa Sargent         

608-266-0960 

 

Rep. Sargent: Reaction to Gov. Walker’s State of the State Address 
 

(MADISON)  The following statement is Rep. Melissa Sargent’s (D-Madison) reaction to Governor 

Walker’s State of the State address.  

 

“Tonight’s speech was no more than window dressing covering up the serious challenges our state 

faces,” stated Rep. Sargent. “The state of our state has been neglected by the Republican majority. 

Governor Walker and the GOP have put their own needs and their own jobs above our friends and 

neighbors across Wisconsin.” 

 

Under Gov. Walker and the Republican legislature, the statistics paint a picture of a state heading in the 

wrong direction: 

 

• Republicans have cut more than $2 billion in state funding from our public schools, universities, and 

technical schools since Governor Walker was first elected.  

• Wisconsin is losing workers at nearly every age level over the prime working years, with more 

people moving out of the state than are moving in. 

• Over 10,000 people have been laid off in just the last 12 months.  

 

“I have done over 12,000 doors in the 48th Assembly District. My constituents know that we can do 

better as a state. They know that no one working full time should be in poverty. They know that we must 

urgently and forcefully address climate change. They know that we need common sense gun reforms to 

stop the public health crisis of gun violence. And finally, they know that the private sector cannot 

prosper without a strong public sector supporting it. We need this in order to create jobs and to build a 

21st century economy.”  

 

“In Wisconsin, we share a spirit of determination and optimism – a common decency that has always 

been at the core of who we are as a state. Together, we can set Wisconsin on a better, stronger course for 

tomorrow. This is a continued call for all future generations. We must not sit idly by while our shared 

values are chipped away. While The Governor’s message tonight was out of touch with our shared 

values, I know that the people of Wisconsin will stand up with one voice and demand better.” 

 

“I truly believe, that by turning away from these divisive policies and working together, our brightest 

days are ahead of us.” 
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