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Rep. Pronschinske Sponsors Bill to Fight Opioid Crisis 

First-term representative adds to successful HOPE Agenda with workforce, healthcare changes 

 

Madison – Representative Treig Pronschinske (Mondovi) today released a bill to bring more 

people into the fight against heroin and opioid abuse. Along with Representative John Nygren 

(Marinette), who has been recognized as a national leader on this issue, Pronschinske introduced 

a sweeping healthcare/workforce bill that continues the fight against this statewide crisis. 

Following the bill’s circulation, Rep. Pronschinske released the following statement: 

 

“This is an all-hands-on-deck moment in our fight against the heroin and opioid epidemic. My 

bill brings more professionals to the front lines. Drawing on feedback from hundreds of experts, 

and ideas brought forward by Democrats and Republicans alike, what we introduced today will 

help more people access the healthcare they need. 

 

“Today’s legislation is about delivering proven results. Evidence shows that working with 

Substance Abuse Counselors and Psychiatric Mental Health Nurses is effective, so we will bring 

more to Wisconsin. Hard-working county employees have been asking for more training 

materials, so we are providing them. The medication buprenorphine has been shown to help treat 

people with opioid use disorder, so we are increasing its availability. Schools saw results when 

teaching students about the effects of illegal drugs and alcohol, so we will be asking them to do 

the same when talking about the dangers of prescription drug abuse. And we will be requiring 

that those who have the responsibility of prescribing those drugs stay up-to-date on the research 

coming out about drug abuse. 

 

“This bill has been a massive undertaking and I thank everyone involved. It is the next step in a 

long battle, but I know we will see results.” 

 

Pronschinske’s bill, LRB-5242, is a continuation of the successful HOPE Agenda undertaken by 

the legislature in recent years. It is accompanied by executive action from Governor Walker.  
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