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Rep. Danou Responds to the State of the State Address  

Governor Has Lots of Talk, Little Sign of Real Vision 

 
MADISON – State Representative Chris Danou (D-Trempealeau) released the following statement 

regarding tonight’s State of the State Address: 

 

“The State of the State Address is always full of talking points and sound bites, but if you listen closely to 

the things the Governor said, it’s pretty obvious that after five years he still doesn’t understand the current 

situation in Wisconsin or offer a vision to move our state forward. 

 

“Whether parents raise their children in a rural, urban or suburban community, it’s clear Wisconsin is 

rapidly falling behind other Midwestern states in so many ways. The Governor patted himself on the back 

for our current situation by citing employment and job stats from years like 1989, 1992 and 2001. We 

shouldn’t be comparing our current situation to years when a semester at the UW was $1,000, a pound of 

bacon was $1.92 and a stamp was $0.34. We should be looking ahead with a 21st century vision instead 

of comparing our current situation with data and figures from two or three decades ago. 

 

“I ran for the Assembly in 2008 because I was concerned about the direction of my community and state, 

and what they will look like in the coming decades. As a father with two sons, I continue to be especially 

concerned about the future because I want my sons to live in a state that has real opportunities for the next 

generation. In order for those opportunities to become reality, we must start investing in public education, 

economic development, our infrastructure and health care. Unfortunately, these things have been put on 

the backburner or vilified the last five years under our Governor and Republican leadership. 

 

“There is plenty of work to do here in Wisconsin and it’s time for us to work together. Democrats, 

Republican and Independents from communities across the state care about the future, and it’s only fair to 

ask our Governor and legislative Republicans to feel the same way. I hope we start to actually do good 

things for Wisconsin versus saying things that only serve to be a catchy sound bite.”  
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