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 PRESS RELEASE REGARDING THE VALIDITY OF APOSTILLES OR 

AUTHENTICATIONS NOT ISSUED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE  

 

A state agency recently announced that it has obtained 

authority to issue apostilles or authentication of Wisconsin 

documents for use in foreign transactions. Until this announcement 

the Secretary of State has been the sole authority in Wisconsin to 

authenticate and issue apostilles or authentication of Wisconsin 

documents for use in foreign transactions since 1981. The 

Secretary of State warns that Apostilles or Authentications not 

issued by the Secretary of State may not be valid.  

An apostille is an authenticated document for use in 

international transactions under a United States treaty known as 

the Hague Convention Abolishing the Requirement of Legalisation 



for Foreign Public Documents. The Secretary of State issues 

approximately 16,000 to 17,000 apostilles and authentications each 

year. All apostilles issued by the Secretary of The Secretary of State 

bear the Great Seal of the State of Wisconsin. The Secretary of State 

has the exclusive power under the Wisconsin Constitution and 

Wisconsin Statutes to maintain the official records of the executive 

branch of government and to keep and authenticate official state 

records using the Great Seal. Under Wisconsin law, only the Great 

Seal may be used to authenticate copies of records issued by the 

Secretary of State that are required for use as evidence in any other 

state, territory or country. Apostilles not issued by the Secretary of 

State will not bear the Great Seal.  

In addition, one of the most important duties of the Secretary 

under the Hague Convention is to keep the official records of 

issuance of apostilles issued by the Secretary of State. The Hague 

Convention mandates that the authority that issued the apostille 

must keep the records of issuance of the apostille. An apostille 

must bear a serial number linked to a central archive in the issuing 

state for verification purposes. The apostille serial number is used 

to verify the authenticity of the apostille. As the state elected officer 

charged with the duty of maintaining the records of the executive 

branch of government under the Wisconsin Constitution and 

Wisconsin Statutes, the Secretary of State has the exclusive power 

to keep records of apostilles and authentications. Records of 

apostilles not issued by the Secretary of State will not be kept by 

the Secretary of State. 



Secretary of State Constitutional powers. 

Secretary of state; duties, compensation. Wis. Const., Article VI, SECTION 2. [As 

amended Nov. 1946] The secretary of state shall keep a fair record of the official acts 

of the legislature and executive department of the state, and shall, when required, 

lay the same and all matters relative thereto before either branch of the legislature. 

He shall perform such other duties as shall be assigned him by law. He shall receive 

as a compensation for his services yearly such sum as shall be provided by law, and 

shall keep his office at the seat of government. [1943 J.R. 60, 1945 J.R. 73, vote Nov. 

1946] 

Great seal. Wis. Const., Article XIII, SECTION 4. It shall be the duty of the legislature 

to provide a great seal for the state, which shall be kept by the secretary of state, and 

all official acts of the governor, his approbation of the laws excepted, shall be 

thereby authenticated. 

Wis. Stat. §14.38  Secretary of state, duties. The secretary of state shall: 

 (1) RECORD EXECUTIVE ACTS. Keep a record of the official acts of the executive department 
and, when required, lay the same and all matters relative thereto before either 
house of the legislature. 

 (2) AFFIX GREAT SEAL; REGISTER COMMISSIONS. Affix the great seal to and countersign all 
commissions issued and other official acts done by the governor, the governor's 
approbation of the laws excepted; and make a register of such commissions in a 
book provided by the governor therefor, specifying the person to whom issued, the 
office conferred, and the date and term of the commission. 

 (3) HAVE CUSTODY OF BOOKS, RECORDS, ETC. Have the custody of all books, records, deeds, 
bonds, parchments, maps, papers and other articles and effects belonging to the 
state, deposited or kept in the secretary of state's office, and make such provision 
for the arrangement and preservation thereof as is necessary, and keep the same, 
together with all accounts and transactions of the office open at all times to the 
inspection and examination of the governor or any committee of either or both 
houses of the legislature. 

 

(Material deleted) 

 

 (9) FURNISH CERTIFIED COPIES; FEES. Make a copy of any law, resolution, deed, bond, 
record, document or paper deposited or kept in his or her office, upon request 
therefor, attach thereto his or her certificate, with the greater or lesser seal affixed, 
and collect therefor 50 cents per page and $5 for such certificate; if a copy is not to 
be certified and if the reproduction is performed by the office of the secretary of 



state, then collect a fee to cover the actual and necessary cost of reproduction and 
actual and necessary cost of transcription required to produce the copy or $2, 
whichever is greater; also to record any document authorized or required by law to 
be recorded in his or her office, and to charge therefor a fee of $1 per page. The fee 
for certified copies and for certificates as to results of searches of the records and 
files of his or her office, when a printed form is used, shall be $5, but when a 
specially prepared form is required the fee shall be $10. Telegraphic reports as to 
results of record searches shall be $5 plus the cost of the telegram. The secretary of 
state shall charge and collect for preparing any record or certificate under this 
subsection in an expeditious manner, an expedited service fee of $25 in addition to 
the fee otherwise required under this subsection. 

 

(Material deleted) 

  

Wis. Stat. §14.45  Great and lesser seals. 

 (1) The state shall have a great seal and a lesser seal both of which shall be kept in the 
office of the secretary of state. 

 (2) The great seal of the state consists of a metallic disc, 2 3/8 inches in diameter, 
containing, within an ornamental border, the following devices and legend: The coat 
of arms of the state, as ins. 1.07 described; above the arms, in a line parallel with the 
border, the words, "Great Seal of the State of Wisconsin;" in the exergue, in a curved 
line, 13 stars. 

 (3) A lesser seal, 1 3/4 inches in diameter, engraved with the device of the great seal, 
with the words, "Seal of the Secretary of State," in a curved line above, and the 
words, "State of Wisconsin," in a curved line below such device, is the seal of the 
secretary of state, and may be used to authenticate all papers and documents issued 
by the secretary of state, except the official acts of the governor, and such copies 
of the laws and records in the office of said secretary as may be required for 
use as evidence in any other state, territory or country. 

History: 1991 a. 316. 
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