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Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health Releases 2017 Report to the Legislature 

Features “Data Fact Sheets” a snapshot of Wisconsin’s children’s social and emotional wellbeing 

 
The Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health (OCMH) released its 2017 report to the Legislature featuring new data, as 

well as an update to the 2016 child well-being indicators tracking the well-being of Wisconsin’s children.  

The OCMH fact sheets provide information about Wisconsin’s child serving programs and services: child welfare, mental 

health services (outpatient and inpatient), schools, and juvenile justice. In addition, OCMH highlights data from sources such 

as suicide records, hospital records, and from youth themselves though school surveys. 

“Mental health services and supports are much more than a child seeing a therapist in an office. The collection of data sheets 

shows how state, community, and individual activities are focused on improving the lives of children and families,” said 

Hudson. 

Several data points indicate that Wisconsin has more work to do such as an increase in youth psychiatric emergency 

detentions and self-harm rates. In contrast, several trends related to access are more promising: 

 30% more children on Medicaid received mental health services in 2015 compared to 2012. 

 Wisconsin tripled the number of children receiving Medicaid funded mental health services in a school setting (2013-

2015). 

 Waiting lists for long term support services will be eliminated, expanding access to care for approximately 2,600 

children with developmental disabilities, physical disabilities, or severe emotional disturbances. 

The OCMH report also highlights the workgroups and committees developing policies and programs for child- and family-

serving programs. Many of these committees now include the voice of parents and youth who have experienced the systems. 

“In all the policy and work groups I’ve participated, there have never been “consumers” involved in the process. [Now,] my 

own mission is to make participation from families and children a natural and fundamental part of our work, rather than a 

novelty.” Kia LaBracke, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

The Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health 2017 Report to the legislature can be found at 

https://children.wi.gov/Documents/2017OCMHAnnualReport.pdf.  
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