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Media Release 

Wisconsin United for Freedom (WUFF), the state’s leading health freedom advocacy organization, is formally requesting 

a public hearing on Clearinghouse Rule 19-079. This administrative rule change would significantly affect all school 

children in Wisconsin, and further discussions are needed prior to implementation. 

In revising the rule, Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) formed an Advisory Committee consisting of 

representatives from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Chapter of the American Academy of 

Pediatrics, Wisconsin Department of Health Services Medicaid Program, Wisconsin Association of Local Health 

Departments and Boards, Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians, Wisconsin Association of School Nurses, Wisconsin 

Medical Society, and Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin. Parents of school-age children, the primary stakeholder and 

population that would be affected by the changes, were not included on the Advisory Committee and were denied the 

opportunity to have a voice on the proposed changes. 

The overwhelming majority of individuals who submitted written comment regarding CR 19-079 opposed one or more 
of the proposed rule changes, and most who participated in the public hearing held on July 26th, 2019, were recorded as 
being opposed to the changes. Further, many attendees were not afforded the opportunity to speak as the hearing was 
limited to one hour, of which nearly 20 minutes was spent dealing with technical difficulties. Additionally, WUFF 
contacted DHS following the public hearing to request a meeting with officials and were denied. 

Wisconsin United for Freedom’s primary concerns are: 

Rule 1 - Change in the ‘substantial outbreak’ classification to include chicken pox, an illness historically considered mild 

prior to the introduction of a vaccine. This rule change would exclude children who are not immune from the illness 

even though data collected from DHS displays the significant failure of the vaccine to provide protection. 

Rule 2 – Change in the ‘substantial outbreak’ definition of mumps from "an incidence of the disease exceeding 2% of the 
unvaccinated population” to define ‘substantial outbreak’ as “three or more cases linked by time and place.” Again, 
children who are not immune would be excluded from school, even though DHS’s data once again shows that 
unvaccinated individuals are not developing mumps. 

Rule 4 – Mandating the meningococcal vaccine (MenACWY) for all 7th graders, with a booster dose in 12th grade. This 
vaccine does not prevent spread of the illness, though it may provide personal protection. This illness is especially rare, 
but the vaccine is and will continue to be available to all families who wish to receive it.  

Rule 5 - Parents would no longer be able to report their child’s chicken pox illness and would be required to see a 
healthcare provider to confirm infection. Insisting that parents take their highly contagious child to a doctor puts 
others, including those who may be immunocompromised, at risk of contracting the illness. Further, it is unclear how 
children who have previously had the infection would be impacted.  

These changes would impact all Wisconsin school children. Coupled with the fact that parents were not included as 
stakeholders when the changes were proposed by DHS, WUFF is requesting that the Senate Committee on Health and 
Human Services hold a public hearing to ensure parental concerns are addressed. 

For further inquiries: info@wisconsinunitedforfreedom.org 

 


