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WAFP Testifies Against Senate Bill 515 

Current Supervision Requirements Protect Patients 

 
MADISON - On Wednesday, January 15, the Wisconsin Academy of Family Physicians (WAFP) testified in opposition to Senate Bill 

515, which eliminates the supervisory relationship between physicians and physician assistants (PAs) in favor of collaborative 

agreements. The proposal poses safety and quality risks for Wisconsin patients.  

 

“WAFP believes Senate Bill 515 poses safety concerns for Wisconsin’s patients and erodes the physician-led team-based health care 

that has routinely placed Wisconsin at the top nationally for quality of care,” said Tim Hoven, Director of Government Affairs. “We 

should not eliminate physician supervision, which WAFP views as a patient safety guiderail.” 

 

Senate Bill 515 is coined by the authors and proponents as the “CARES Act”, which stands for the “Collaboration and Rural 

Expansion of Services Act.” Hoven told the committee, “Despite the bill’s name, there is nothing in the bill that requires or even 

incentivizes PAs to practice in rural or underserved areas.”  

 

Joining Hoven in testifying opposition was WAFP member and 40-year family physician Dr. Robert Sander, who provided real-life 

examples of the danger Senate Bill 515 poses for patient safety. 

 

“The ability to differentiate severity of chest pain requires a depth of understanding of physiology combined with clinical exposure to 

such cases in a supervised environment that a PA typically does not have and a physician has only at the conclusion of their more in-

depth medical school and residency training,” said Sander. “I have seen PA’s inappropriately handle chest pain on several occasions, 

fortunately all such mistakes were caught because the PA’s were working in a team environment.” 

 

Physicians traditionally undergo 4 years of medical school education and 2 to 5 years post graduate residency training that includes 

12,000 to 16,000 hours of clinical care in the practice of medicine. In contrast, physician assistants receive just 24-27 months of 

combined education and training with no required post-graduation residency training. This difference in preparedness is the primary 

reason for the supervisory relationship. 

 

Current supervision requirements allow physician assistants to practice to the fullest extent of their scope while still under the 

oversight of a licensed physician. Moving from a supervising relationship to a collaborative one is a fundamental shift, which 

ultimately compromises the standard of care for patients by eliminating the necessary supervision from a licensed physician. 

 

According to a 2018 American Medical Association report on Physician Assistants, PA educational curriculum is “aimed at training a 

PA to work under the supervision of a practicing physician.” Simply put, current PA educational requirements do not prepare PAs to 

work outside of a supervisory relationship.  

 

WAFP recognizes the valuable contributions of the physician assistant (PA) profession and believes that PAs should function in an 

integrated supervisory arrangement with practicing, licensed physicians. 

 

Senate Bill 515 is currently before the Senate Committee on Elections, Ethics, and Rural Issues. WAFP is joined by the Wisconsin 

Medical Society, the Wisconsin Psychiatric Association, the Wisconsin Society of Anesthesiologists, and the Wisconsin Academy of 

Ophthalmology in opposing the bill.  

 

The WAFP is a statewide association of Family Medicine physicians striving to promote excellence within the health care field and 

working to improve the health of the people of Wisconsin through the advancement of the art and science of Family Medicine.  With 

over 3,000 members, the WAFP is the single largest physician specialty group in Wisconsin.  In addition to practicing physicians, the 

WAFP also supports education and research programs for medical students. 
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