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Health Coverage Gap for Wisconsin’s Hispanic Children Double the Rate for All Children  
New report reveals continued need to accept federal Medicaid Dollars  

 
Madison, WI – In 2014, 9.3 percent of Hispanic children in Wisconsin were uninsured, leaving nearly 
14,000 kids without coverage according to a new report from Georgetown Center for Children and 
Families, and the National Council of La Raza. This is comparable to the national uninsured rate for 
Hispanic children, which reached a historic low of 9.7 percent. However, the findings also show that 
Wisconsin has stagnated in making progress.  
 
“While Wisconsin is on par with the national average, it did not reduce its rate of uninsured Hispanic 

children in 2014. There are still steps the state can take to move forward and be more of a leader in 

coverage,” said Sonya Schwartz, a research fellow at the Georgetown University Center. 

The report also highlights health inequities for Hispanic children when compared to all children. The 
uninsured rate for Wisconsin’s Hispanic children (9.3 percent) was more than double the percentage of 
all children in the state who were uninsured (4.4 percent).  
 
“We’re eager to move the needle in 2016, so Wisconsin can truly be a leader when it comes to health 
coverage for all our communities,” said Sashikala Gregory, Health Care Policy Analyst for the Wisconsin 
Council on Children and Families.   
 
In particular, the Council urged state lawmakers to accept federal funding for Medicaid expansion, which 
would make health care more affordable for adults. When parents have access to health coverage, their 
children are also more likely to be covered.  
 
“Every single child, no matter their background, deserves access to high-quality, affordable health care,” 
added Gregory. “Accepting federal Medicaid dollars helps all Wisconsinites, including Hispanic families. 
It’s time we close the health coverage gap and help kids get the health coverage that gives them a better 
chance to succeed in school and in life.” 
 
Individuals can learn more about their health coverage options – for both themselves and their children 
– by visiting:  
WI Department of Health Services for BadgerCare Options; 
HealthCare.gov for Marketplace Options 
 
For more information, see the complete report: Historic Gains in Health Coverage for Hispanic Children 
in the Affordable Care Act’s First Year. 

 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/badgercareplus/index.htm
https://www.healthcare.gov/
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/ccf-resources/health-coverage-hispanic-children-affordable-care-act-first-year/
http://ccf.georgetown.edu/ccf-resources/health-coverage-hispanic-children-affordable-care-act-first-year/

