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January 15, 2021 

We Need Mental Health Care Now 

We have seen an uptick in mental health needs during the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. The thing 

is, the need has always been here. We have so many people who are dealing with mental health needs 

in our communities. We must do more to help those who suffer from mental health issues and give 

them the access to care they need in communities across our state. It is far past time that we prioritize 

mental health at the same level of physical health.  

That’s why I am reintroducing my bill with Senator Bernier to expand psychiatric bed capacity at two 

hospitals in the Eau Claire area. When an individual is going through a crisis and they are deemed a 

danger to themselves or others by a law enforcement officer, they are taken into custody to receive care 

from a health care provider. This is called an emergency detention. They are evaluated and a plan is 

made to get them the care they need in the area they live in. The problem is, many areas of our state 

lack necessary beds in hospitals to care for patients with mental health care needs. This forces many 

people to be taken to Winnebago Mental Health Institute, which can be a far drive for someone who 

may live in Altoona, Superior, Platteville, Delavan, or anywhere else in our state. It also overwhelms 

Winnebago Mental Health Institute when they don’t have the capacity for individuals across the state. 

Our bill would expand bed capacity and give more access to mental health resources to residents of 

Northwestern Wisconsin.  

This bill would provide a one-time grant of $15 million to HSHS-Sacred Heart Hospital and St. Joseph’s 

Hospital to expand their psychiatric beds for emergency detentions. These two hospitals were chosen 

after conversations with many area healthcare providers. This proposal takes advantage of existing 

resources, existing infrastructure, and provides a solution to this growing crisis. There will be no new 

buildings, just remodeling and new beds put in place.  

Currently there are 21 adult beds at Sacred Heart, this bill would expand to 33 beds. Their 8 juvenile 

beds would transfer to St. Joseph’s Hospital, which would expand to 18 total juvenile beds. Expansion of 

psychiatric beds in Eau Claire, and Chippewa Falls will relieve the pressure that Winnebago is feeling and 

eliminate nearly 20% of their patient intake. A solution and partnership which would benefit all of 

Wisconsin. 

 


