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Rep. Novak’s Bill Helps Rural Browntown Church 

A bill authored by Rep. Todd Novak (Dodgeville) passed the assembly on Wednesday, January 
15th. This bill creates an exception to the state building code allowing for older churches built 
before 1919 to install a stairway chairlift even if the stairway doesn’t meet width requirements. 

“Our office was notified about this issue by a group of constituents from Jordan Lutheran Church 
of rural Browntown” said Novak. “They reached out to my office as well as Senator Marklein’s 
to see if we could come up with a solution. Like many churches, Jordan Lutheran Church holds 
activities and meals in the church basement and unfortunately, there is no way for those who are 
unable to use the stairs to attend these events.” said Novak. “If this bill is signed into law, people 
who were previously unable to use the stairs will be able to attend church events.” 

AB 445 provides an exception to the building code which would allow select, old churches to 
install a stairway chairlift even if the stairway doesn’t meet width requirements. Under the bill, a 
church may build a stairway chairlift if: the church was constructed before January 1, 1919, there 
is a second stairway between the floors connected by the stairway chairlift, and the stairway 
chairlift meets all other building code requirements. In addition, if the fire chief of the area in 
which the church is located determines that the installation of the chairlift would render any part 
of the church unsafe, the fire chief could require the church to comply with other safety measures 
as a prerequisite for installation. 

“As a legislator, I enjoy the opportunity to work with constituents when they have a problem that 
the legislature can remedy. It was important to me to draft a bill that addresses their concerns, 
and am glad that we were able to work together. I think that AB 445 creates a more accessible 
and inclusive environment, and allows for historic treasures like these to be used and accessed 
for generations to come.”  

 
 
 


