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Keep Local Control of Public Schools 
 

By State Senator Julie Lassa 

 

As a parent of two school-aged girls, and a third who soon will be, I want all our local community schools to be as strong 

and effective as possible.  Research shows that the stronger our local public schools are, the more likely our children are 

to be successful and the more prosperous our communities will be. 

That’s why I am so concerned that a bill introduced by some Assembly Republicans last week could lead to a 

Madison takeover of our local public schools.  The bill would set up a statewide commission that would have the authority 

to take what they deem as a failing public school and turn it into a private charter school – without the consent of parents 

or voters. 

As John Forester of the Wisconsin School Administrators Alliance has observed, this bill is fundamentally flawed 

because it doesn’t reflect what the research tells us about the best way to improve struggling schools.  Furthermore, by 

setting up what is essentially an unelected statewide “super school board,” the bill “would create what appears to be an 

unconstitutional exercise of power,” Forester said. 

This bill isn’t really about accountability at all.  It is yet another power grab attempt by Madison politicians to 

take even more control away from voters and local communities.  It says that a group of unaccountable political 

appointees in the state capital knows better than our local public school officials about how our schools are performing 

and how to help struggling schools improve.  School administrators in my district are telling me this bill is about 

punishing schools, not improving them, and that it would result in parents having less information about their local 

schools than they do now. 

The proposal is alarming people across the political spectrum.  As former GOP State Senator Dale Schultz said, “I 

think they're playing with fire. I don't think that the average citizen of Wisconsin realizes what we're talking about is 

really eliminating completely the authority of local school boards and making them subject to a political board in 

Madison."   I think it’s also significant that no Republican state senator has yet stepped forward to support the proposal. 

It is absolutely important for schools to be accountable to parents and the public for their performance.  But this 

proposal simply uses the idea of accountability as a Trojan horse to advance a politically-motivated agenda to privatize 

public education.  If the legislature is truly concerned about school accountability, we should start by focusing on the 
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taxpayer-funded private voucher schools that currently are not required to follow many of the standards we require of 

public schools.  More than fifty voucher schools have been kicked out of the program over the past ten years for a host of 

problems, after collecting over $139 million from Wisconsin taxpayers.  

That includes the notorious LifeSkills Academy, which closed its doors in the middle of the night after collecting 

millions in public subsidies.  Its last state tests showed only one of its students met the reading benchmarks and none were 

proficient in math.  

That’s why I and my Democratic colleagues have introduced a bill that would make voucher schools more 

accountable to parents and taxpayers, including requiring that voucher school teachers be licensed and undergo 

background checks, requiring schools to adopt minimum standards for math, science and English, and preventing them 

from raising fees to gouge state taxpayers through the voucher program. If our tax dollars are going to fund these private 

schools, they need to be held to the same standards as our public schools. 

It’s time for concerned parents and citizens to get more involved, to stand up for quality schools and against 

Madison power grabs that attempt to take away our local control of public education.  As our public schools continue to 

struggle with the biggest funding cuts in state history, it’s time we stop engaging in dangerous, politically-motivated 

experiments with education – with our children as the guinea pigs.   

# # # # 


