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Badger Institute Report on Licensing Boards Highlights Range of Valuable Information 

 

Dr. Thomas Raimann, president of the Wisconsin Dental Association, today released the following 
statement regarding the Badger Institute’s report on public representation and state licensing boards. 

 

“The Badger Institute’s report on licensing boards and public representation highlights a range of 
valuable information.  In fact, the Wisconsin Dental Association has been aware of these issues for some 
time, and worked with the Dentistry Examining Board (DEB), Governors Walker and Evers, and staff at the 
Department of Safety and Professional Services (DSPS) to address them. 

 
“For instance, WDA knew of and shared concerns that applications for licensure as a dentist were 

being arbitrarily denied, or hung up on technicalities.  We worked with the board and with department staff 
not only to ensure that qualified providers received their licenses, but also to change the rules that created 
the unnecessary delays in the first place.   We believe wholeheartedly that the system should be designed to 
make it easier for qualified professionals to be licensed here, not harder. 

 
“This is why we are particularly grateful that a rewrite of DE 2, the administrative rules governing 

licensure, took effect in late 2019 after a nearly two-year process.  This came about due to the hard and 
diligent work of a variety of DEB members—dentist, hygienist and public alike.   

 
“These new rules mean that Wisconsin now accepts every major dental licensing exam offered in the 

United States.  They also eliminate outdated and arbitrary “active practice hours” requirements, which were 
the source of several of the licensing delays outlined in the report.  In addition, the board is currently 
involved in efforts to simplify the application process itself.  Far from trying to keep people out, the Dentistry 
Examining Board has worked to make getting a license in Wisconsin easier.  

 
“Finally, we want to extend our sincere appreciation to the DEB’s public member, Dennis Myers, who 

is an excellent addition to the board.  We find his diligence and insight incredibly valuable.  For a period of 
time in 2017 and 2018, the DEB had two public members for the first time in recent memory.  It has been 
notoriously difficult to keep public members on the board—in fact, prior to Dennis’ appointment, the last 
public member resigned after attending just one meeting.  Public input and membership on the Dentistry 
Examining Board is both valuable and necessary and we will always be supportive of every slot being filled.” 
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