
 

 
Another Step Toward Getting More Frac Sand Facts 
WI DNR Approves Frac Sand Study After Citizen Petition Request 
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MADISON, WI – On Monday, January 12, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources took a 
positive step toward providing more information to Wisconsin citizens about the impacts of frac sand 
mining on our health and the health of the environment. 
 
Over 1,100 Wisconsin citizens submitted a petition to the Wisconsin Natural Resources Board in 
October asking the board to direct the DNR to conduct a strategic analysis of frac sand mining. 
Yesterday’s recommendation by the agency to further study the industry’s impacts comes as welcome 
news to those who are concerned with the negative consequences of silica sand mining. The 28-page 
True Cost of Sand petition (PDF) is an outline of many of the public health and environmental problems 
related to the mining, processing and transportation of frac sand.  
 
“This is an important step forward for our state’s environmental protection agency to provide a 
comprehensive study of the frac sand industry so that citizens can have an in-depth look at the facts on 
silica sand mining and our environmental protection needs,” said Midwest Environmental Advocates 
Executive Director Kimberlee Wright. “We look forward to working with the DNR on developing the 
strategic analysis and encouraging meaningful public input.” 
 
The announcement came a day before the Chippewa County Board of Supervisors’ vote on a resolution 
in support of the DNR doing a strategic analysis of frac sand mining. The county is an area in Western 
Wisconsin where frac sand mines, processing facilities and sand transportation is increasing; local 
citizens have asked for County Board leadership to encourage the DNR to provide more information on 
the impacts frac sand mining to local governments and people living in the midst of frac sand activities. 
 
Midwest Environmental Advocates encourages citizens to send comments to the NRB thanking the DNR 
for responding to the True Cost of Sand citizen petition and for recommending that the agency conducts 
a strategic analysis of frac sand mining. Thank yous and suggestions may be sent to 
Laurie.Ross@wisconsin.gov by 11:00 a.m. on Friday, January 23 to be included in the meeting report.  

Midwest Environmental Advocates is a public interest organization that uses the power of the law to 
support communities fighting for environmental accountability. Learn more about the Midwest 
Environmental Advocates on the web at midwestadvocates.org, like MEA on Facebook or follow 
@MidwestAdvocate on Twitter.  

### 

mailto:sharbaugh@midwestadvocates.org
mailto:jparra@midwestadvocates.org
http://midwestadvocates.org/truecostofsand
http://midwestadvocates.org/truecostofsand
http://midwestadvocates.org/assets/resources/Frac%20Sand%20Mining/2014-9-12_FINAL_frac_sand_stratgic_analysis_petition_PDF_Color.pdf
http://midwestadvocates.org/assets/resources/Frac%20Sand%20Mining/2014-9-12_FINAL_frac_sand_stratgic_analysis_petition_PDF_Color.pdf
http://midwestadvocates.org/news-events/news/chippewa-county-board-votes-on-frac-sand-study-support-tuesday/
http://midwestadvocates.org/news-events/news/chippewa-county-board-votes-on-frac-sand-study-support-tuesday/
mailto:Laurie.Ross@wisconsin.gov
http://midwestadvocates.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Midwest-Environmental-Advocates/56715630702
https://twitter.com/%23!/MidwestAdvocate

