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RIVERWAY BOARD LEARNS OF FLOW ACTIVITIES 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board met in Muscoda on January 9th to conduct a regular 

monthly business meeting.  The guest speaker was Timm Zumm, President of the Friends of the Lower Wisconsin State 

Riverway (FLOW).  Several FLOW board members also were in attendance.  Zumm reviewed the history of the 

organization, which began during the planning process for the Riverway in the late 1980’s.  Following enactment of the 

Riverway law in 1989, the group lay fallow for a number of years before being resurrected by Zumm and David 

Gjestson, a former Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Wildlife Biologist and the original DNR Riverway 

Coordinator.  FLOW began anew in the mid 1990’s as a loosely organized group of river enthusiasts and has developed 

into a formal tax-exempt nonprofit organization. 

 Zumm described the many activities in which FLOW was involved in 2019.  One of the group’s keynote 

projects is the Kid’s Don’t Float campaign where free loaner lifejackets are placed at kiosks at boat landings up and 

down the lower Wisconsin River.  There are 13 kiosks in place of which 10 are maintained by FLOW with more planned 

in the future as funds become available.  Education and information also are important aspects of the FLOW mission 

with numerous river outings, field trips, lectures and documentary screenings hosted or sponsored by FLOW.  The 

Jumping Spider project is an example of FLOW’s focus on youth education and the commitment to the “No Kids Left 

Inside” philosophy. 

 The FLOW science team has been working on a starhead topminnow research project, a groundwater 

contaminants study near Spring Green, and has developed a position paper on the pumping project proposal for 

Crystal/Fish/Mud lakes.  FLOW volunteers have been recognized by DNR for their efforts with restoration of the Blue 

River Barrens State Natural Area and the Twin Lizard Mound Group. 

(more) 



RIVERBOARD HEARS FLOW REPORT/ADD ONE  

 Zumm said the new Riverway Champions will be honored at the annual meeting at 2:00 p.m. on January 25th at 

Grandma’s Mary Café in Arena.  The adult champion is Jean Unmuth, recently retired DNR Water Specialist and a 

member of the FLOW science team.  The youth award will be shared by the Jensen sisters (Maya, Lydia and Vivian) 

who volunteered many hours in 2019 assisting with a variety of FLOW projects.  Information on the organization may 

be found at www.wisconsinriverfriends.org or on the FLOW Facebook page. 

 Mark Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, said, “FLOW is an important part of the success of the Riverway 

project.  The group’s contributions to protection of the land and water resources, marshalling volunteers to help with 

land stewardship and special projects, advocating for the Riverway in ways the Riverway Board cannot, and spreading 

the Riverway gospel, should not be overlooked.  Everyone who appreciates the Riverway should thank FLOW members 

and the leadership team for all they do to keep “our” river clean and beautiful and to assure river users are educated on 

proper use and respect for the resource.” 

 Zumm noted there is strength in numbers and encouraged anyone who wishes to lend their talents or time to the 

organization to contact him at 608-575-0325. 

 The next LWSRB meeting will be held in Muscoda on February 13th.  The guest speaker will be Nate Fayram, 

DNR Ecologist, who will discuss state natural areas in the Riverway. 

-30- 

For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell phone at (608) 
739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
 

http://www.wisconsinriverfriends.org/
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