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Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation Kicks Off 
Fourth Year of Certified In Wisconsin Program 

Change in program will enable more sites to qualify for shovel-ready status; 
webinar set for Jan. 16 to provide more details on initiative 

MADISON, Jan. 12, 2014 – The Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation (WEDC) has launched the fourth year of its Certified In 
Wisconsin® Program, in which the organization works with local officials to 
certify sites as “development-ready” to enhance their marketability. 

For the first time, a site now only has to consist of 20 contiguous acres to 
qualify for the program, a reduction from the previous requirement of 50 acres. 
The change is expected to give more communities than ever before the 
opportunity to showcase their available industrial sites. 

A Certified In Wisconsin site is one that has been reviewed and approved by 
WEDC as meeting certain development criteria. WEDC is utilizing Deloitte 
Consulting to evaluate whether sites are ready for development and meet 
certification requirements. The certification process provides detailed 
documentation about a site’s price, availability, utilities, access and 
environmental status—information that allows companies and site selectors to 
make informed decisions. 

Once a site is certified, WEDC works with local officials to actively market the 
property by making a public announcement of the certifications, developing 
marketing materials, and including information on the WEDC website, 
InWisconsin.com. 

The state has 13 Certified Sites in Beaver Dam, Beloit, Chippewa Falls, 
DeForest, Fitchburg, Howard, Janesville, Menomonie, Prescott, Stevens Point, 
Verona, West Bend and Wisconsin Rapids. At least four of those sites have 
already attracted new development. 

Applications for the next round of the Certified in Wisconsin Program will be 
accepted through Feb. 6. Municipal officials, developers and others seeking 
information about the program can visit InWisconsin.com/certified or contact 
Wade Goodsell at wade.goodsell@wedc.org. 

Representatives from WEDC and Deloitte Consulting team will provide more 
details on the program and answer questions in a webinar set from 9 to 10:30 
a.m. CST Friday, Jan. 16. To register for the webinar, visit 
inwisconsin.com/certified. 
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