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Madison- The Military Order of the Purple Heart, Department of Wisconsin is extremely 

disappointed in the proposed resolution by Milwaukee County Supervisor Khalif Rainey to 

change the name of “Red Arrow Park” in downtown Milwaukee to “Dontre Hamilton Square”.  

 

“Red Arrow Park in Milwaukee has been considered honored ground since its dedication on 

Veterans Day in 1984”, says Department Commander Bill Lobeck. “The Military Order of the 

Purple Heart of Wisconsin expresses sympathies for the family of Dontre Hamilton, however, we 

do not see why this unfortunate incident warrants renaming this honored ground dedicated to the 

thousands of brave fighting men from Wisconsin who fought and died in some of the most critical 

and major battles of WWI & WWII” adds Lobeck. 

 

“Given the large amount of Wisconsinites who made up the 32nd Infantry Division, I grew up 

hearing the stories of the infamous Red Arrow and was always in awe of their heroics and deeds 

in combat” says State Legislative Officer Jason Johns, a combat wounded veteran of the war in 

Iraq. “Any park, monument, or other memorial that has been dedicated to them should continue to 

be done so in perpetuity, just like the legacy they have left behind,” says Johns.  

 

The Red Arrow Division suffered 13,261 casualties, including 2,250 killed in action during WWI, 

placing it third in the number of battle deaths among U.S. Army Divisions. During WWII’s 

Papuan campaign, of the 9,825 men of the Red Arrow Division who entered combat, nearly 100% 

were either killed, wounded, or suffered major illness from the jungle conditions. The Ghost 

Mountain Boys of the 2/126th were especially hard hit. When Buna was taken they finished the 

fight with only six officers and 126 troops standing out of the 900 plus who had started out from 

Kapa Kapa. 

 

The Military Order of the Purple Heart, Department of Wisconsin respectfully asks the members 

of the Milwaukee County Board’s Parks Committee to overwhelmingly turn down the proposed 

resolution by County Supervisor Rainey.  
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