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Rep. Ron Kind Calls for Investigation 

Into Allegations Regarding Tomah VA 
 

La Crosse, WI – U.S. Rep. Ron Kind (D-WI) sent a letter today to the Department of Veterans 

Affairs requesting a formal investigation into allegations brought forward in a recent report that the 

Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center in Tomah has been over-prescribing opiates to veterans 

being served at that facility. 

 

“The allegations made in this report are extremely serious and require immediate action,” 

said Rep. Kind. “The top priority needs to be determining what the problem is and resolving 

it immediately, because every veteran deserves the best care possible. I’ve been in contact with 

leaders at the Tomah VA, and I will continue to utilize every resource available to make sure 

that our veterans are getting the treatment they need.”  

 
The letter calls for an immediate investigation into the use of painkillers at the Tomah VA Medical 

Center, and seeks to determine if these issues are unique to Tomah or if the over-prescription of 

opiates is a system-wide problem. It also notes an investigation conducted by the Office of 

Inspector General (OIG) into the prescribing practices at the Tomah VA, and asks what steps are 

being taken to implement the investigation’s recommendations from this report. 

Rep. Kind has taken proactive steps on behalf of veterans in Wisconsin. He led a group of 14 

Members of Congress in calling on the President to create a Blue Ribbon Commission to improve 

care delivery at the VA and investigate allegations that some department personnel covered up long 

wait times for veterans seeking care. Rep. Kind voted for legislation making it easier for the 

department secretary to fire senior officials for poor performance, and also joined Wisconsin Reps. 

Gwen Moore and Mark Pocan in sending letters to the VA facilities in Milwaukee, Madison, Tomah 

and Minneapolis, MN, calling for further action to identify any problems and steps necessary to 

ensure all veterans have timely access to the care they deserve. 

A copy of the letter sent to the Department of Veterans Affairs can be read here. 

 

 

- 30 - 

 

 

 

http://kind.house.gov/uploads/TomahVAInvestigationRequest1122015.pdf

