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Statement by Forest County Potawatomi Attorney General Jeff Crawford 

On BIA Rejection of Compact Amendment   

 

“While it is unfortunate that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) has rejected this compact amendment, 

the Potawatomi are confident that it will be re-instated by the courts.  

  

“The Potawatomi will be filing a lawsuit in federal court in the coming days and are confident this 

compact amendment will eventually become legally binding.  

 

“With less than 45 days until the February 19 deadline, BIA’s unlawful rejection only adds to the risk 

that this massive expansion of gaming could cost the State of Wisconsin hundreds of millions of dollars 

over multiple years.  

 

“The Potawatomi remain confident that Governor Walker will not find it in the best interest of 

Wisconsin to approve a project that could simultaneously cost the State hundreds of millions of dollars 

over multiple years and send hundreds of millions of dollars to Florida.” 

 

### 

 

 

Background 

 

The State of Wisconsin’s (State) 2005 compact with the Forest County Potawatomi Community (FCPC) 

requires an arbitration panel to select a compact amendment setting forth the rights, duties, and 

obligations of the State and FCPC should the Governor concur on a new casino within 30 – 50 miles of 

Potawatomi Hotel & Casino in Milwaukee.  

 

The State has agreed to indemnify most of the Tribes in Wisconsin if the Governor decides to approve 

an off-reservation casino.  The State’s gaming compacts with Ho-Chunk, Lac du Flambeau, Oneida, 

Potawatomi, St. Croix and Stockbridge-Munsee all include provisions that require indemnification or a 

refund of compact payments made to the state if the Governor approves an off -reservation casino that 

reduces the revenue at an existing casino.  The Secretary’s rejection calls into question the validity of 

each of these compacts.   

 

On November 21, 2014, the Arbitration Tribunal, consisting of Chair, Honorable James M. Rosenbaum 

(retired District Court for the District of Minnesota), Steven Hart (Lewis, Roca, Rothgerber – Phoenix, 

AZ.), and George Forman (Forman & Associates – San Rafael, CA.) unanimously selected the Compact 

Amendment under the terms of the Compact.  


