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The American Federation of Teachers Local 212/MATC issued the following statement in response to 

President Obama’s proposal to make public two- year higher education free for students who work hard 

and are making progress towards a degree.  

All Wisconsin students deserve a high-quality, affordable and accessible higher education.  Our 21st-

century economy needs an educated workforce armed with the skills needed to compete in an 

increasingly competitive global economy.  Providing free community college for hardworking students will 

expand educational opportunity, strengthen our workforce, grow the Wisconsin economy and expand 

investment in the Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS) which has been hard hit by austerity 

budgets at the state level. 

Investing in the WTCS grows the Wisconsin economy.  The average annual rate of return for the 

taxpayers’ investment in the Milwaukee Area Technical College (MATC), the state’s flagship two- year 

college, is 7.5%.  95% of MATC’s students live and work in Wisconsin, most in the Milwaukee area and 

85% are employed in their field within six months or are continuing their education.  Yet 40,000 technical 

college students who qualified for Wisconsin Higher Education grants did not receive them last year due 

to lack of funding. 

With decades of stagnant wages and rising student debt, young people, returning adult students, 

dislocated workers and veterans are often deterred from enrolling in college or, when they do choose to 

attend, are buried under debt.  That's why extending the ladder of opportunity to those who may have 

thought college was out of reach is so important.  We applaud the president's proposal and the bipartisan 

support it has generated.  We hope that Congress, state governments and higher education institutions 

will work together to make this program a reality. 

Local 212 represents the faculty, counselors and professional staff at Milwaukee Area Technical College. 

Milwaukee Area Technical College is the state’s flagship technical college with 25% more diploma and 

associate degree programs than any other WTCS college. It has four campuses in the Milwaukee area 

educating 50,000 students annually. 

For more information contact Michael Rosen, Ph.D., president AFT Local 212, at 414-765-0910 or at 

mrosen@local212.org 


