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Ignoring crime begets more crime 
 

Rep. Gannon issued this statement today: 

  

“Ignorant, the word used to describe me in the media last week by the Wisconsin State 

Legislature Black and Latino Caucus comes from the root word ignore. Ignore is a term that 

aptly describes this group’s response to the award winning murder rate in the City of Milwaukee 

in 2015. Locking violent criminals in prison is a successful crime fighting strategy, while 

ignoring that same crime only makes it worse. 

 

“While this group asked that you ignore me and my plea for action on the out of control violence 

in Milwaukee, they also ignored the chance to respond to these facts that I had outlined: 

 

 Milwaukee was named 6th highest nationally in murders by Forbes 

 About 150 murders in Milwaukee in 2015 

 Over 700 attempted murders in Milwaukee in 2015 

 Highest frequency of these crimes are in neighborhoods with a predominate black 

population 

 Black unemployment rate in Milwaukee is 4 times the white unemployment rate in the 

city 

 

“Crime is a color blind issue, and the facts are clear that the black population living in 

Milwaukee is being forced to live in fear of violent crime. This fear is hindering the creation of 

jobs in those very same neighborhoods. This is a situation that no person should ever have to 

endure, and the fact that a very small percentage of criminals are holding the law abiding citizens 

of the city hostage can no longer be ignored. 

 

“The reality is that if my hometown of West Bend had eight murders and thirty seven attempted 

murders in 2015, this is based on Milwaukee’s crime per capita statistics; I and every other 

person of leadership would be camped out in our mayor’s office demanding that action be taken. 

The next offices we would visit would be the chief of police and the district attorney. 



 
“Hopefully when the Black & Latino Caucus gets done distributing their chamber of commerce 

puff pieces about pockets of success in the more affluent and safer areas of the city, they will 

then actually take notice and action on the horrific crime and its detrimental effect on the 

economy and residents of the crime infested areas of the city.  

 

“I believe that a tough on crime position by political leaders and law enforcement would quickly 

bring this violence to an end. A criminal in a state prison can no longer terrorize an entire region 

of the state.” 
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