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SMALL BUSINESS SEEKS CONTINUED SUPPORT FROM GOVERNOR AT HOME AS 
OPTIMISM SOARS AT HOME 
 
MADISON (January 10, 2017): The National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) 
released their monthly Index of Small Business Optimism this morning. Hours before Governor 
Walker was set to make this year’s State of the State speech, Wisconsin’s largest small 
business advocacy group announced that nationally, optimism soared at the end of 2016.  
 
“Nationally, in December, we saw a 38-point jump in the number of small business owners 
anticipating improved business conditions on the horizon and that is certainly a historical bounce 
in the optimism index,” according to Bill G. Smith, NFIB Wisconsin state director. “Here in 
Wisconsin, we are fortunate to be able to mirror that sentiment thanks to Governor Walker’s 
leadership. Today, we look forward to hearing from the Governor what policy initiatives he will 
focus on this year.” 
 
The bump in optimism has been linked to the election as small business owners anticipate that 
the leadership change in Washington D.C. will lead to a reduction in regulations and focus on 
the issues most pressing to the small business community. With more people working in 
Wisconsin today than at any other point in history, continuing to improve the workforce will 
certainly be on the minds of many in the small business community.  
 
“Policy decisions have a profound impact on the mindset of the small business owner. Governor 
Walker has proven that his priority is a strong Wisconsin economy and we would certainly like to 
see that continue into this year,” continued Smith. “With thousands of new businesses being 
created in recent years, it is imperative that the Governor and legislature ensure that our state 
remains business friendly in order for those fledging operations to grow and prosper.” 
 
Click here to view the entire NFIB Index of Small Business Optimism. For more information 
about NFIB, please visit www.nfib.com. 
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NFIB is the nation’s leading small business association, with offices in Washington, D.C. and all 50 state capitals. Founded in 

1943 as a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, NFIB gives small and independent business owners a voice in shaping the 

public policy issues that affect their business. NFIB’s powerful network of grassroots activists send their views directly to state 

and federal lawmakers through our unique member-only ballot, thus playing a critical role in supporting America’s free 

enterprise system. More information can be found at www.NFIB.com. 
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