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WPHCA Applauds Legislature’s Support of Recovery Efforts in Wisconsin 

 
Madison, WI  - The Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association (WPHCA) commends the 

Legislature’s introduction of HOPE legislation including Senate bills Senate 581, 582, 591, 594, 

600/Assembly Bills 647, 650, 646, 645, 648, 651 –bills that support recovery efforts across the 

state. WPHCA is the member association for Wisconsin’s 17 Community Health Centers which 

provide oral health, primary care, and behavioral health services to over 300,000 Wisconsinites 

each year.  

 

The Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association believes that this package of legislation will 

increase access to services and increase support to people in addiction recovery.  

This legislation will:  

• Expand access to additional treatment options outside of pain medication for Medicaid 
patients by offering Medicaid reimbursement for acupuncture treatment and services 
provided by physical therapists and chiropractors (SB 600/AB 648). 
 

• Expand access to the important support and coordination services of Peer Recovery 
Coaches through Medicaid reimbursement (SB 582/AB 650). 

 
• Extend new options to provide overdose treatment and increase access to SUD services, 

specifically Medication Assisted Treatment, for vulnerable populations (SB 594/AB 645). 
 
• Support prevention efforts through continued support of the prescription drug 

monitoring program (SB 581/ AB 647). 
 

• Support policies that serve to help individuals in their treatment and recovery and reduce 
the stigma associated with substance use treatment (SB 591/ AB 646). 
 

• Support overdose reporting by allowing current law to continue as it relates to certain 
immunity protections for individuals who summon or provide emergency medical 
assistance in the event of an overdose (AB 651). 
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Health Centers play a significant role in providing Wisconsinites with the specialized care for 

SUD they would not have access to otherwise. Between 2017 and 2018 the number of individuals 

receiving opioid use disorder (OUD) treatment services at a Wisconsin Health Center nearly 

doubled, from 429 to 769 (HRSA Uniform Data System). With more Health Centers having 

expanded their SUD treatment and recovery services in this past year we expect this number to 

grow. With the legislature’s support for SUD program sustainability, Health Centers are hopeful 

that no person in need of treatment in Wisconsin will go without.   

 

WPHCA  

For more information on Wisconsin Health Centers, please visit www.wphca.org. 
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