
 
612 W. Main Street, #200 Phone: (608) 256-0827   
Madison, WI  53703 www.lwvwi.org  
 
Date:    January 7, 2021 

To: Senator Steve Nass, Co-Chair, Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules 

Re: Public Hearing for Emergency Rule 2045 

We request that you correct the Record of Committee Proceedings for the December 18, 2020 public 
hearing for the Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules to include the digital testimony we 
submitted in support of Emergency Rule 2045 (League of Women Voters of Wisconsin letter emailed on 
12/17/2020 to: Joint Committee for Review of Administrative Rules; RE: 2019 Wisconsin Act 101 and 
EmR 2045 – copy attached for your convenience). 

The League of Women Voters of Wisconsin has long been a strong supporter of clean drinking water and 
the regulation of any contaminants. Firefighting foam is a major source of PFAS contamination of our 
ground water from which about two-thirds of Wisconsin residents derive their drinking water. We 
therefore submitted a letter by email, as instructed in the public hearing announcement. In that letter, 
we expressed our support of EmR 2045 as approved by DNR; and we rejected the arguments that 
several steps in the treatment of the foam as prescribed in EmR 2045 are inappropriate or exceed DNR’s 
legal authority. We would have preferred appearing in person to express those views but the public 
hearing announcement specifically stated “invited speakers only as determined by the Co-Chairs” and 
“public written testimony requested.” 

We are surprised to find that the Record of Committee Proceedings for the December 18, 2020 hearing 
and executive sessions does not list the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin nor any of the other 
groups and individuals that had submitted written testimony regarding Em 2045. Instead, only the 
“invited speakers” are listed (DNR in support and 3 groups against) and no one is listed as having 
registered for or against the rule. 

We are aware that more than 30 non-profit organizations and individuals impacted by PFAS 
contaminated drinking water have submitted written testimony. The Record of Committee Proceedings, 
as it reads right now, therefore does not reflect the true public response. We request that you include 
all written testimonies in that record and make it readily available to the public. 

 

Sincerely, 

The League of Women Voters of Wisconsin 

 

 


