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Madison- A bill authored by Rep. Mary Felzkowski (R-Irma) and Sen. Tom Tiffany (R-

Minocqua) received a public hearing Tuesday afternoon that would allow complementary and 

alternative health care practitioners, such as homeopaths, herbalists, and nutritional consultants, 

to operate legally in the state of Wisconsin.  

 

These practitioners offer non-medical care that consumers seek out for a natural option to 

improving health outcomes. Whether it is through a focus on diet, use of natural supplements, 

plants, fragrant essential oils, or homeopathic remedies, many practitioners work in conjunction 

with medical doctors to consider the individual as a whole.  

 

“Wisconsinites are like people all over the United States. They see an enormous value in having 

access to this type of complementary health care that offers an opportunity to work on improving 

their health, or maybe even treat a chronic health condition, with more of a natural focus,” said 

Rep. Felzkowski. “Unfortunately, our current laws put these practitioners in the uneasy position 

of operating in our state with the fear of getting shut down.” 

 

Wisconsin statutes are currently written so broadly that these practitioners can be criminally 

charged for ‘practice of medicine or other medical occupation’ without a license, even though 

the services they offer are not medical. This bill lays out clear parameters for what the 

complementary health care practitioners cannot do to be able to continue to operate, such as 

acting as a health care professional without the applicable license, diagnosing disease, or 

puncturing the skin. 

 

“This bill is modeled after Minnesota and New Mexico laws where up-front disclosures are 

required, prohibited acts are clearly defined, and there is an enforcement mechanism allowing 

the Department of Safety and Professional Services to investigate violations,” added Sen. 

Tiffany. “This bill prioritizes consumer protection and transparency for our constituents seeking 

complementary care.” 

 

The authors will now pursue a committee vote on the bill, with the hope that both houses will 

eventually pass the legislation. If successful, Wisconsin will join eleven other states with similar 

laws.  
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