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January 7, 2020 
 
TO: Chairman Sanfelippo 
 Members of the Assembly Committee on Health  
 
RE: Assembly Bill 648 (SB 600); Physical health services and acupuncture under Medical Assistance 
program and making an appropriation 
 

On behalf of the Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association (WPHCA), I am writing to express support 
for Assembly Bill 648 (SB 600). 
 
The Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association, the member association for Wisconsin’s 17 Community 
Health Centers: believes that this legislation will help improve access to alternative methods of pain relief 
other than prescription pain medications. More specifically it: 
 

• Increases the ability of Community Health Centers to provide alternative methods for pain relief. 
• Increases patient access to alternative pain relief options. 

 
Community Health Centers serve over 300,000 patients in communities throughout the state. Health 
Centers are actively providing or pursing alternative treatment for pain management. Currently, a few 
Community Health Centers provide acupuncture and physical therapy services, and more Health Centers 
are exploring these options.  According to Health Centers, these services have been well received by 
patients as alternatives to prescription drug pain management.  

Chronic pain, including chronic low back pain, is a leading reason for prescribing pain medication. 
Offering the ability for patients to choose a nonpharmacologic treatment option will increase options for 
patients and creates more tools for providers to treat this pain. Community Health Centers are constantly 
seeking ways to provide holistic care to their patients. Expanding the Medical Assistance program to 
include these services will increase access to treatment for numerous patients across the state.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephanie Harrison, CEO 
Wisconsin Primary Health Care Association 
 
ABOUT WPHCA: 
WPHCA is the membership association for Wisconsin’s 17 Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) 
also known as Community Health Centers (CHCs). Community Health Centers work to create healthier 
communities by improving access, providing quality health care and reducing health disparities for 
Wisconsin’s  underserved and low-income populations. Our aim is to ensure that all Wisconsinites achieve 
their highest health potential. We execute our mission and focus our aim through providing training and 
technical assistance to Wisconsin’s Community Health Centers and advocating on their behalf. 

mailto:wphca@wphca.org
mailto:wphca@wphca.org

