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Wisconsin Businesses, Schools Need Liability Protection 

 

Wisconsin Civil Justice Council Asks for Support from 

Legislators and Governor Evers 

  

Assembly Speaker Vos has introduced and plans to move quickly on legislation to shield 

Wisconsin businesses, schools, universities, and other entities from the threat of predatory 

lawsuits alleging liability for COVID-19 exposures, an invisible virus spreading throughout 

our communities. Such protections would only apply to those who take adequate precautions to 

keep their premises safe. 

 

The Wisconsin Civil Justice Council is a group of 15 business associations that work together 

in the State Capitol to enact civil liability reform. “The Wisconsin Civil Justice Council urges 

the Wisconsin Legislature and Governor Evers to work together to enact Speaker Vos’ 

proposed reform. We supported Sen. Kapenga and Rep. Born’s earlier proposal and we support 

Speaker Vos’s proposal, too. If the Governor and Legislature fail to act on the Speaker’s 

proposal, we fear employers, schools, and others will face an ‘open season’ of COVID-related 

lawsuits, which will seriously undermine efforts to restart and rebuild the state’s economy,” 

said Wisconsin Civil Justice Council executive director R.J. Pirlot. 

 

Small business owners worry they may become victims of  lawsuits even as they struggle with 

the financial challenges, regulatory burdens, and economic uncertainty associated with 

rebuilding their businesses, according to a new study released by the National Federation of 

Independent Business’s Research Center.  “This shows the threat of COVID-related legal 

action against them is a concern for a majority of the small business respondents,” said Bill G. 

Smith, NFIB’s State Director in Wisconsin and the president of the Wisconsin Civil Justice 

Council, “one in five described COVID-related legal action against them as a serious concern, 

while about one third said it was a moderate concern.” 

 

According to Scott Manley, executive vice present of government relations of Wisconsin 

Manufacturers & Commerce and vice president of the Wisconsin Civil Justice Council, “as the 

COVID-19 pandemic continues on in its tenth month, trial lawyers are looking to profit from 

others’ tragedy. Wisconsin businesses, schools, and non-profits that take reasonable 

precautions to protect their employees and the public should be shielded from frivolous – 

possibly bankruptcy causing – lawsuits. I encourage the legislature to pass Speaker Vos’ 

common-sense legislation that help Wisconsin businesses and communities reopen and recover 

with confidence.” 

 

A bipartisan majority of Americans support such COVID-19 lawsuit protections, according to 

recent polling from the U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform. “There should be broad 

support for such reforms within the State Capitol. The Wisconsin business community 

commends Speaker Vos’ leadership on this issue. We’re ready to work with the Legislature 

and Governor Evers to get this done,” said R.J. Pirlot. 
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