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Community Health Centers Answer Call to Address Substance Abuse Issues 

 

Madison, WI  - Today, the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) has awarded three grants to 

Community Health Centers in Wisconsin to expand access to treatment for opioid and methamphetamine 

addictions in areas of the state with high need for services. Together with numerous partners, Family 

Health La Clinica, NorthLakes Community Clinic in partnership with Lake Superior Community Health 

Center, and Family Health Center of Marshfield will collectively provide services to patients from 17 

targeted counties in northern and central Wisconsin.  

 

 Wisconsin Health Centers have a long history of partnering with the Department of Health Services 

to respond to urgent community health needs. Both the Legislature and the Department have dedicated 

significant resources to increase substance abuse services in Wisconsin.  

 

 “We appreciate our Community Health Centers for stepping up to combat this serious public health 

challenge,” said Secretary Linda Seemeyer. 

 

 NorthLakes Community Clinic is partnering with Lake Superior Community Health Center to provide 

new options for opiate and meth treatment in Douglas County. Reba Rice, CEO of NorthLakes said, 

“NorthLakes has been on the forefront of addressing opiate addiction in our service area, and has 

developed a robust treatment program which will be duplicated at Lake Superior’s Superior, WI clinic. 

Lake Superior has recently expanded their behavioral health department, and is ready to address this 

critical need. As sister FQHCs with comprehensive primary care options including medical, dental and 

case management services, NorthLakes and Lake Superior CHC will be able to provide wraparound care 

to community members struggling to get their lives on track.”   

 

Family Health La Clinica is partnering with groups in Adams, Juneau and Marquette counties who are 

dedicated to developing recovery services for those who haven’t been able to get the help they need. 

Family Health La Clinica, Gundersen Moundview Hospital and Clinics, Mile Bluff Medical Center, county 

human services and public health departments, law enforcement and other community partners have been 

working together for nearly two years to develop strategies to help people facing opioid and/or 
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methamphetamine addiction in the region. Laura Waldvogel, CEO of Family Health La Clinica said, 

“These are our neighbors, friends and family members. We know recovery never happens alone. Like 

those struggling with addiction, we recognize the need to engage in honest and thoughtful self-assessment 

followed by direct action to make the systems changes necessary to support recovery. This project will 

save lives.”  

  

“We appreciate the trust placed in us by the Department in granting us this award and want to credit 

our community board for prioritizing our engagement in growing treatment resources,” said Greg Nycz, 

Executive Director of Family Health Center of Marshfield. “We are also thankful to the Marshfield Clinic 

Health System for its support.  This is challenging work and we look forward to collaborating with the 

many like-minded organizations currently making a difference in the targeted communities.” 

 

 “Health Centers have a track record of stepping up to address tough problems in collaboration with 

our community partners,” said Stephanie Harrison, CEO of the Wisconsin Primary Health Care 

Association. “Health Centers can address substance use issues in a whole-person centered environment, 

where patients can receive needed medical, dental, behavioral health, and social supports in many cases all 

under one roof.” 

 

 Federally Qualified Health Centers are community-based health care providers that receive funds 

from the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to provide medical, dental, behavioral 

health, and enabling services to people in underserved areas. For more information on Wisconsin Health 

Centers, please visit www.wphca.org or bphc.hrsa.gov.  
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