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Founding Charter member of the Dane County NAACP Nino Amato Endorses 

Wanda Smith for Fitchburg Alder 
 
Founding Charter member of the Dane County NAACP, Nino Amato, has 
enthusiastically endorsed Wanda Smith for Fitchburg Alder, District 1, Seat 2.   
 
In his endorsement of Smith, Amato said, "In today's toxic politics, Wanda is an 
uncommon candidate for the City Council who has a down to earth common touch. 
Not only is she dedicated to moving Fitchburg Forward, she is a strong advocate for 
open and transparent government; sustainable growth." 
 
Amato, who serves as President of the oldest nonpartisan, nonprofit legislative & 
legal advocacy organization for Wisconsin's 1.3 million elderly and people with 
disabilities, sees Smith as a champion for his constituency, remarking "Wanda 
supports increasing public transportation for our elderly, children, and people with 
disabilities."  And as a former alder and advocate for marginalized communities, 
Amato spoke to a promising future for Smith as a civic leader, "Wanda knows how 
to bring local citizens together, from diverse cultures and different political view 
points. As a business executive and educator with over 30 years of advocating for 
the elderly and people with disabilities - Wanda will be an outstanding Alderperson 
for the City Council of Fitchburg." 
 
Smith was energized by Amato's support, "It is encouraging to receive the 
endorsement of a person with such a strong and successful history of amplifying the 
voices of the underserved.  Nino understands what I do and why I do it and his 
support makes me evermore confident that my vision for an equitable Fitchburg can 
and will be a reality." 
 
Smith founded Peace Network, Inc., an award winning mental health consulting 
service. It is through this organization as President that Smith works with her 
colleagues to equip women, men, and children with the skills necessary to fulfill their 
potential in their lives as well as the community. 
 
Smith was officially added to the ballot on Friday, January 30th, 2016.  
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