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2017-2018 Assembly Session Begins 
Wachs discusses key priorities including education and transportation 

 

MADISON- On Tuesday, January 3rd, The Wisconsin State Assembly officially began the 2017-2018 

legislative session. Rep. Dana Wachs (D-Eau Claire) took the oath of office for the third time, and offered his 

outlook on the upcoming session: 

 

“Inauguration Day is always an exciting time here in the Capitol. I look forward to meeting the new members of 

the Assembly and Senate and reconnecting with my colleagues who continue to serve the state of Wisconsin. 

 

 “In Wisconsin, we have an awful lot of work to do. I know that despite some of the strong differences between 

our parties and between members, we can find common ground.  

 

“One issue that we can all agree upon is that safe and strong transportation systems are vital for our economy. 

With our roads continuing to deteriorate and important projects being delayed, we simply cannot wait to make 

difficult but necessary decisions regarding transportation. As the ranking Democratic member on the Assembly 

Committee on Transportation, I am ready to work on solutions that benefit all Wisconsin citizens and repair the 

damage to our roads and grow our economy. 

 

“In addition to growing our economy through a strong infrastructure, we must refocus our efforts on investing 

in education at all levels in Wisconsin. Too many school districts are being forced to go to referendum just to 

survive, and our UW System has had to make serious decisions due to an unprecedented cut in funding. 

Wisconsin’s once proud tradition of education has been decimated. We must recognize the relationship between 

strong education and economic development. I remain committed to investing in education and ensuring that 

Wisconsin is once again a leader in research, workforce development, and economic prosperity. 

 

“This session will bring many unique challenges and difficult decisions. I hope that the optimism, enthusiasm, 

and collegiality from today’s ceremony will continue as we move through the session.”  
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