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Survey Shows Strong Support
for Health Insurance For All 

It is the appropriate job of government to make sure that all Wisconsin residents should
have health insurance, according to the overwhelming majority of constituents responding to 
Representative Spencer Black’s annual legislative survey.  Today, Black released the results of his
annual survey of the 77th Assembly District.

Seventy-six percent (76%) of survey respondents believe the government should make 
sure all Wisconsin residents have health insurance, either from an employer or another source.
Only twelve percent (12%) were opposed.  The remainder was undecided.

“It’s clear that my constituents believe the government should have a role in health care,” 
Black said. “Health care costs are skyrocketing and more people are struggling to afford
necessary, basic care.”

Black’s survey also found strong opposition to a plan proposed by Republican
Representative Frank Lasee.  Lasee proposed allowing teachers to carry guns in Wisconsin 
schools to strengthen school security.  Only six (6%) of survey respondents supported the 
proposal.

“Representative Lasee has set a new record.  I have conducted an annual survey for each 
of the last 24 years.  I have never seen a proposal by a legislator receive so little support.” Black 
said.

“I am pleased that so many people in my district participated in the survey.  My Annual
Legislative Survey is one of the best ways that I have to learn of the concerns and opinions of my
constituents,” Black noted.

The survey also asked questions about health care, traffic laws, the environment, the
hunting age and abortion.  Complete results of the survey are attached.

###



77th Assembly District 
2008 Annual Legislative Survey Results 

Health Care 
Do you believe it is the appropriate role of government to make sure that all Wisconsin residents 
have health insurance, either from their employer or another source? 
76%  Support    12%  Oppose     12%  Undecided

How satisfied are you with the current health care system in Wisconsin? 
10%  Strongly Satisfied       
37%  Somewhat Satisfied     
26%  Somewhat Dissatisfied 
18%  Strongly Dissatisfied 

9%  Undecided

Traffic
Current law only allows the issuance of a citation for failure to use a seat belt if another traffic 
violation has occurred.  Legislation has been introduced that would allow police to enforce the seat 
belt law when there is no other traffic violation.  Would you support this legislation? 
53%  Support    34%  Oppose     13%  Undecided 

Legislation has been introduced to enforce the traffic signals law by the use of cameras.  Under the 
proposal, cameras would be installed at traffic lights to take a picture of the license plate of cars 
that run a red light.  Citations could be issued only if the car had first entered the intersection after 
the light had turned red.  Would you support this legislation? 
63%  Support    23%  Oppose     14%  Undecided 

Hunting Age 
Currently, the minimum age for hunting is 12-years old.  Legislation has been introduced to lower 
the age to 10 if the child is hunting with an adult.  Under the proposal, the child must be within 
arms’ reach of the adult.  Do you support this legislation? 
 9%  Support    84%  Oppose      7%  Undecided 

Guns
Do you support changing Wisconsin law in order to allow the carrying of concealed weapons in our 
state?
11%  Support     84%  Oppose     5%  Undecided 

Under current state law, an individual in Wisconsin must show identification and undergo a criminal 
background check before buying a firearm from a licensed gun dealer.  But, if an individual buys a 
gun from a private seller, they do not have to submit to a criminal background check.  Would you 
support legislation that requires an individual to show identification and undergo a criminal 
background check before purchasing a gun from a private seller? 
85%  Support      8%  Oppose     7%  Undecided 



Rep. Frank Lasee (R-Bellevue) has proposed that school teachers be allowed to carry guns in 
Wisconsin schools to strengthen school security.  Do you support this proposal? 
 6%  Support     88%  Oppose     6%  Undecided 

Environment
The eight Great Lakes states have agreed to a compact to prevent water from the Great Lakes 
from being diverted outside the Great Lakes Basin.  Each Governor would have the right to veto 
any major diversion in another state.  Do you believe Wisconsin should approve the Great Lakes 
Compact?
84%  Support      3%  Oppose    13%  Undecided 

Legislation has been introduced in Wisconsin to reduce carbon dioxide emissions which are the 
leading cause of global warming.  This proposal would require utilities and other major industries in 
the state to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 25 percent by 2020.  Do you support this 
legislation?  
85%  Support      7%  Oppose    8%  Undecided 

Legislation has been introduced to require that all gasoline sold in Wisconsin contain at least  
10 percent ethanol.  Do you support this legislation? 
20%  Support      44%  Oppose  36%  Undecided 

Abortion
Which statement most closely reflects your opinion about abortion and the law? 
82%  Abortion should remain legal 
 9%   Abortion should be illegal except for rape, incest or if the mother's life is in danger 
4%   Abortion should be illegal except if the mother's life is in danger 

 2%   Abortion should be illegal without exception 
 3%   Undecided 

Job Performance 
How would you rate the performance of the following state and federal officials? 

Governor Jim Doyle 
13%  Very Good 41%  Good 26%  Fair   10%  Poor   10%  Undecided 

U.S. Senator Herb Kohl 
14%  Very Good 42%  Good 23%  Fair     7%  Poor   14%  Undecided 

U.S. Senator Russ Feingold 
61%  Very Good 19%  Good   6%  Fair     4%  Poor   10%  Undecided 

U.S. Representative Tammy Baldwin 
40%  Very Good 28%  Good 11%  Fair     9%  Poor     12%  Undecided 

State Senator Fred Risser 
28%  Very Good 32%  Good 13%  Fair     6%  Poor   21%  Undecided 

State Representative Spencer Black 
57%  Very Good 25%  Good  5%  Fair     1%  Poor   12%  Undecided 


